Book Reviews 53 knowledge which an average layman does not possess and Dr. Harris has found it necessary to step aside from his main theme at times to try and supply some of this knowledge. For the medical reader this makes the book at times tedious and unnecessarily long, but for the growing group of non-medical workers in other disciplines this book should supply an easily read and authoritative account of the history and present knowledge of the various vitamins.
This book is not intended for the medical research worker, but for the student, qualified or unqualified, who wishes to take his dose of vitamin in jam, it can have no rival.
Introduction to Hepatic Surgery. By Henry Gans, M.D. (Pp. xvi + 265; 120 figs. 70s.)
London: Cleaver-Hume Press Ltd. Amsterdam, &c.: Elsevier Press, Inc. 1955. Dr. Gans reviews the literature of the intimate structure of the liver and of the detailed anatomy of the biliary apparatus and the hepatic circulation. He adds a great deal of careful personal anatomical work, conducted largely by the injection-corrosion technique, and endeavours to correlate his findings with those of others in planning a subdivision of the liver into units or segments, as has been done by Brock in the case of the lung. In the second half of the book he discusses the indications for operations on the liver, and endeavours to outline a series of segmental resections based on the unities he has described. This book is in the nature of an essay or thesis rather than a textbook of operative technique. The work is painstaking and thorough, the illustrations of the corrosion specimens are admirably reproduced, and Dr. Gans does his best to make the subject as clear to others as it is to him. The more, however, he goes into detail, the more confusing does that detail become, the more is it obvious that the various subdivisions of the Glissonian and venous systems are not accompanied by any clear boundaries on the surface, or even in the substance, of the liver.
Certain simple and important facts that are already known, but not widely, are confirmed. The liver consists of two halves, anatomically distinct, but the boundary between them is not the anatomical division of the liver into right and left lobes, but an invisible and impalpable plane that passes from the gall-bladder fossa in-front to the left of the fossa for the inferior vena cava behind. There is no anastomosis of any kind between the biliary systems of the two halves in the liver itself, so that Longmeyer's operation has no rational basis.
There are occasional anastomoses in as well as outside the liver between the right and left hepatic arteries, a fact that may explain the occasional survival after accidental ligature of the right hepatic artery. As well as these facts, the old fairy-tale about a separate stream for the splenic and the mesenteric blood in the portal vein is repeated.
The anatomist will be interested in this book. The surgeon is unlikely to buy it or read it unless he has a patient presenting one of the uncommon indications for a planned segmental hepatectomy.
Neurochemistry. The Chemical Dynamics of Brain and Nerve. Thirty-two articles written by experienced investigators in their respective fields. Edited by K. A. C. Elliott, M.Sc., Ph.D., Sc.D., Irvine H. Page, M.D., and J. H. Quastel, D.Sc., Ph.D., F.R.C.S., F.R.S. (Pp. xii +900; illustrated. £7.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. Springfield, Ill.: Charles C. Thomas. 1955 . Although, at first sight, it may seem an unnecessary addition to an age of increasing specialization to dignify the study of the biochemistry of the brain with the title of Neurochemistry, yet it is true, as this book reveals, that an understanding of the biochemical processes occurring in the nervous system is of far-reaching importance. Many of the advances in the fields of vitamin and trace element deficiency diseases, and in our knowledge of certain psychiatric disorders, as well as of the mechanism of narcosis and the action of insecticidal chemicals, are dependent on the developing picture of this section of biochemistry, or have indeed contributed to it.
The publication of a book of some 900 pages describing the chemical dynamics of brain and nerve, by 32 contributors, each a specialist in his own section of this complex field, is therefore likely to be welcomed by a wide range of readers.
This book is not a narrow account of the "pure" biochemistry of the brain. The subject is dealt with from many angles, and the physiological aspects are particularly well covered. In addition to a series, of informative chapters on the chemical constituents of nervous tissue, its glycolytic and oxidative mechanisms, the metabolism of pyruvate, glutamate, glutamine and acetylcholine, there are included stimulating accounts of the biochemistry of the brain during early development, electrolytes and nerve function, intracranial fluids and the blood-brain barrier, blood flow and metabolism in the human brain in health and disease, "neurotropic" drugs, bacterial neurotoxins, the effects of snake venoms, the toxic effects of oxygen, narcosis, convulsive conditions, demyelination, nutritional disorders and inborn errors of metabolism.
In general the authors have given a clear and critical account of our present knowledge of this rapidly growing subject, although it is a pity that the story of vitamin B12 and subacute combined degeneration of the cord is dismissed in only 14 lines. The editors are to be congratulated, however, both on the scope covered by this book and on their selection of contributors. Some of the views that are expressed, particularly concerning the functional significance of certain aspects of brain biochemistry, will not be accepted by all, but it is useful to have these views included in a book of this type, which, with its ample bibliography, will be of value to a wide range of investigative workers and senior students.
It must be added that in these days of concentration on the present rapid growth of science, it is a pleasure to find that the book is dedicated to the memory of Thudichum, and includes a chapter telling us something of the life and work of this remarkable pioneer in the field of neurochemistry.
Clinical Toxicology. By Clinton H. Thienes, M.D., Ph.D., and Thomas J. Haley, Ph.D. 3rd edition. (Pp. 457; illustrated. 48s.) London: Henry Kimpton. 1955. Information on clinical toxicology is usually buried in textbooks of pharmacology or medical jurisprudence, and quick reference to such problems may be difficult. This book, however, deals with the subject as a whole including diagnosis, clinical and chemical, and the symptomatology and treatment of poisoning. The number of cases of poisoning any practitioner may come across may not be large, but the possibility of such cases arising is greater than ever before. This book has been designed as a classroom text and as a guide to the general practitioner. It can serve as both. Outside the immediate diagnosis and treatment of the acute episode, most of the material treated is more useful to the expert, and in this country at least it is doubtful whether any practitioners would go so far as to undertake the detection and estimation of the toxic materials. Nevertheless, a knowledge of the action and modes of excretion of poisons is essential to any method of treatment or detection, and much valuable information and time may be lost if these fundamental principles are not understood. The first half of the book is devoted to symptomatology and treatment under various headings. Most of the recent improvements in treatment are given their place, e.g. the use of BAL in metallic intoxications and nalorphine for the morphine type of poisoning. For British readers the fact that many drugs are given their American names may be a disadvantage e.g. ergonovine for ergometrine. Most of the subject matter has, been brought up to date, but there is a correction for future editions, on page 138 Barger should not have been quoted as saying convulsive ergotism was most frequently found in Germany, and the gangrenous type in France and Russia; gangrenous ergotism has not been common in Russia. A considerable number of the most recent drugs are mentioned including a number of the antihistamines, the newer morphine-like types, phenylbutazone, and the curare types, and the possible uses of folic acid, pyridoxine and liver extract are considered for poisonings of the blood and hematopoietic organs. The general principles of treatment, and symptomatic diagnosis, are also dealt with in a useful summary. The section on the detection and estimation of poisons is very detailed including the standard well-known methods, plus considerable details for the new drugs, in many cases with useful indications of the gensitivity of the reactions used. The authors have searched the scattered literature thoroughly. The book therefore gives a satisfactory survey of the present state of toxicology, and will be of value to those interested in treatment and detection of poisoning, industrial or accidental. A fascinating book-fascinating to dip into, fascinating to read from cover to cover. The first "boke" on pxediatrics written by an Englishman and one of the earliest medical -books to be printed in the English language, it appeared first in 1545. This is an exact copy of the 1553 edition in the University of Bristol Medical Library, with a delightful introduction and foreword by Professor A. V. Neale and Dr. H. R. E. Wallis, and a useful glossary. "Studiouse in Philosophie & Phisicke," Thomas Phaire (like Shakespeare he spelt his name in several ways) was a medical pioneer, a keen observer, and a quaint and intriguing writer. The section titles are often sufficient to stimulate the appetite for reading: "an excellent remedy for wartes or knobbes of the head"; "of bloud shotten eyes, and other infirmities"; "of colicke and rumblying in the guttes"; "of pissing in the bedde"; "of fallyng of the fundament"; "of lise".
